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Answer to the request of P. B. A. repel 
ing the meaning of Daniel xii. 1, 2, and 
Jude, 7th verse. 

I have received a very favorable opinion 
of the author of this request, from the frank- 
ness in which he declares his own faith, 
and reprobates mine; if he will now use 
candor in reading equal to his frankness in 
confessing, I believe that I shall not labor | 
in vain, even as it respects himself, on these | 
texts. It is evident, at first sight of the re- | 
quest, that he, who ‘makes the request, has 
never read these scriptures, otherwise than 
to take for granted the generally received | 
opinion concerning them ; consequently, | 
it is to be expected, that my explanation | 
and remarks will be considered i only as , 
novelties, but as heterodoxy itself. But | 
let my Calvinistic brother read and under- | 
stand 3 let him threw aside all prejudice 
and prepossession, and receive with meek- 
ness the ingrafted word, for that only can 
save from error, 

In the words on Daniel, to which I shall | 
first attend, there are two things to be no- 
ticed : 

i The events of which the prophet, 
speaks. 2 The epoch or time of their tak- 
ing place. 

The events are numerous. 
shall stand up the great prince, which stan- 
deth for the children of thy or his people.” 


All commentators are agreed that this! convince P. B. A. of ithe time, by 


means Messiah, or one appointed by him, 
evidently engaged i in the cause of the church, 
or the people of God. The. signification 
of Michael is, one like God, or one who re- 
sists the devil. And there shall bea 
time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time : 
and at that time, thy people shall be deliv- 
ered every one that shall be found written 
in the book.” Whatever these troubles 
were, they took place in time ; and it was 
when Michael, the prince, stood up for his 
people. Time, is four times mentioned in 
this verse. All that time, is twice men-. 
tioned 3 a time, is once mentioned ; that 
same time, is once mentioned. ‘These ex- 
pressions can never, with any propriety, be 


4 


“© Michael | 


take place in time; and the most part of 
them respected events which were to take 
place between the time of Daniel’s proph- 
ecy and the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans ; a period of almost 600 years. 
Let P, B. A. read this whole chapter, and 
all I wish that he should understend at 
present, is, that all the events mentioned 
are events of time, and events nearly of the 
same time ; ize. in the course of one cen- 
‘eration. If what I have said, thus far, as 

to the events of time, be correct, the found- 
ation is laid for the inevitable overthrow of 
our friend’s objection against universal sil. 
vation, founded on this passage in Danie). 

But to proceed to the setosd verse. 
* Aad many of them that sleep in the dust 
'ef the earth shal] awake, some te everlast- 
ing life, and some to shame and see. 
| contempt.” 

Now, if, as we have proved, the events, 
in the first verse, were events of time 5 those 
of the second verse are, events of time like» 
wise. There is as much conséquénce at 
tached to and, as.a copulative, as there cay 
be to if, in any sense in which it is used, 
And connects the second verse with all its 
i events, with the first, and all the evente 
contained in it, together with the period in 
the latter with that of the former.  Béfore 
I say any thing of the epoch or time to 
which Daniel alludes, I will endeavor tc 
thre: 
passages taken from this very chapter, 1 
ask, Sir, when the abomination, that. mak- 
eth desolate, was set up? Look at the e- 
leventh verse: compare it with Mag. xxiv. 
15,.Mark xiii.14. Lam willing that you 
should see and jadge for yourself. Thr 
second passage is contained in the 7:! 
verse, but last clause: “ and when he shw/} 
have accomplished to scatter the power ». 
the holy people, all these things shall’ be 
finished.” Did vou, Sir, ever, in the Nr» 
Testament, read of a people, who were ca}. 
led a royal priesthood, and holy nation, &« 
who were broken off and scattered amor, 
all rations. I leave. you for the present ', 
make your own comments. as to the ti: 
when this took place. 











applied to eternity. _Daniel’s whole proph- 
ress account of arent which were to 


The third passage is contained in tr 
first verse: “ and there shall be a tim: 
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trouble, such as never was, since there was 
a nation, even to that same time.” Do 
you teeolleet, Sir, of any thing in the new 
testament, which was a fulfilment of this 
prophecy ? If you are in doubt, read Mark 
vil. 19. Read likewise the xxiii. xxiv. and 
xxv. chapters of Mat. and sce if you can- 
not discern this time. 

i will now be explicit in regard to the 
subject ; the events here foretold are those 
of the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
‘Temple, with the breaking off, rejection 
and dispersion of the Jewish nation, and 
the initiation of the Gentiles to the bless- 
ines and the privileges of the gospel ; or in 
othex words, it was the finishing of the le- 
val, and the introduction of the gospel dis- 

Pnsation. The time when all this took 
place, which was thre second thing promis- 
ed, T need not inform you ; your own read- 
jug‘and observation will inform you that it 
“Rpok place about 40 years after the crucifix- 
408) Of Christ, or in the year 70 of the Chris- 
Although FI am confident that you will 
Ne convinced that the three verses, which 
~# have mentioned, viz. the eleventh, the 
4 vand first, are a prophecy of the a- 
jove events; yet your difficulty, and that 
oh which your objection will be grounded, 
will be contained in the second verse. Be- 
fore 1 answer your objection as to that 
Worse, let me ask, would it not be unrea- 































































‘sonable to s that that whole chapter 
should be saken up in foretelling a great 


‘and ‘important event in time; while the 
setond verse should be w detached prophe- 
cy of an event asdifferent in its nature, and 
fe period of its accomplishment, as light 
is from darkness? or, in other words, that 
the whole chapter should be a prophecy of 
the destruction of Jerusalem, except the 
second verse, and that thet should be an 
account of the general resurrection of the 
dead, some to endless life and some to end- 
les shame and covtempt? Would such an 
interpretation be natural or probable? I 
think not; and I cherish the hope that men of 


be of the same opinion, and P. B. A. among 
others. But, you will ask, what affinity or 


rest of the chapter?. You are sensible, 


urative, and thatthe figures are very strang 
and strikingy ‘Take the two witnesses for 
one instance, Rew xi..5—12 verses inclu- 
sive. Will you pretend that this is an ac- 
count of a literal transaction? Did two 





_~ 
Re 


days and an half, while their ereipies re- 
jeiced over them ? at the end of thas time 
did they literally ascend up into heaven > 
Your good sense will oblige you to answer 
in the negative. Opening the seven seals 
sounding the seven trumpets, pouring ou 
the seven vials, &c. do not signify a literal 
transaction. There was no literal transac. 
tion in either. The instances of the same 
kind are almost innimerable. Now, Sir, | 
unequivocally declare, that this second 
verse of the t@eclith chapter of Daniel, is , 
figurative expression, relating to the same 
general events which that chapter contains, 
I will now endeavor to shew that the figure 
is capable of a construction establishing the 
design of the chapter, and at the same time. 
of remaining entire. | 

“ Many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.” It is the general opinion ‘that 
the word many, here, means all; but | 
think this to be an oversight. 1 consider. 
in this passage, the word them to mean all: 
for all nations were then asleep: The Jews 
in tradition and superstition 3 the Gentiles 
in idolatry and beastiality. Now the text 
says that many (not all) of these shall a- 
wake. We have seen that the sleep con- 
sisted in traditional observances and super- 
Stition among the Jews; and idolatry and 
ungoverned vice among the Gentiles, This 
was the sleep of the whole world at that 
time, and it is universally granted, that the 
greatest darkness that ever theoworld expe- 
rienced, was at the coming ef Christ. Ma- 
ny awoke from this sleep, both Jews and 
Gentiles, during the age of which we are 
speaking. What awoke them? Answer, 
The light of trath, convincing them of theit 
former folly and mistakes, and awakening 
them to renounce their former vatiities to 
seek and serve the living and tue God.— 
This is to awake in earnest. It is a figuia- 
tive expression, Sir, used in scripture and 
common conversation, very frequently and 





sense when they examine this subject will. 


properly. To what did they awake ? Here 
let me only pursue the same connected 
chain, and enough is communicated to cou- 
vince an unprejudiced mind. — Some awoke 





relation can such a declaration have to the | 


Sir, that a great part of the scripture is fig- 


to everlasting life; they were brought out 
of darkness immrediate!y into>fhe divht and 
liberty of the gospel: they became .-betiev- 
ers in that gospel, which proclaims pardon 
and peace, and is an expression 6f° good 
will to men. Some shall awake to shame 
and everlasting contempt. Many awoke 
from their sleep and security ‘in tradition, 


men lie dead in the street of the city three | idolatry, &e. by being enlightenvd in the 
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mind, but not renewed in the heart; by 
seeing the great salvation in a sense and 
degree, but not in loving and enjoying it. 
These had shame, remorse and torment.— 
Fear has torment a sense of guilt is, in 
many instances, intolerable ; in others at- 
tended with shame in the guilty person and 
contempt from others. Judas was an in- 
stance of this ; multitudes among the Jews, 
from the preaching and miracles of our Sav- 
iour, being unable to gainsay the evidences 
of his being the Messiah, were in the great- 
est torment of mind, and it issued in their 
shame, and being the contempt of all na- 
tions. This likewise was the case with 
many apostles and persecutors among the 
Gentile nations. The light of truth was as 
life from the dead to those that believed m 
it; those who were so happy as to see the 
light and come to it, and believe in it, are 
with the highest propriety said to awake to 
everlasting life ; those who were convin- 
ced of the reality of the light and yet had 
no heart to it, but rejected and. despised it; 
al.hough awoke in a degree from their former 
stupidity, it was only to see their own 
shame and to feel the just contempt of oth- 
ers. The expression, “ Many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth,” is a figure 
more fully to set forth the gross, moral 
darkness and ignorance of mankind. Thus, 
“ she that liveth in pleasure is dead while 
she liveth.” “Dead in trespass and sins.” 
“ Twice dead placked up by the roots.”— 
The whole house of Israel ts compared to 
a valley full of dry bones. All these with 
innumerable other passages go to prove the 
expression, “slecp in the dust of the earth,” 
to mean the moral darkness and pollution 
of the whole world, which lay in wicked- 
ness at that time. 

The greatest difficulty, in most minds, és 
the everlasting duration of the life, the 
shame and contempt mentioned in the text. 
Some awake to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt. 

Now you will say that everlasting life 
and contempt cannot be confined to this 
life, beeause it is momentary and will come 
toan end. Sir, will this reasoning avail 
you? “Ff think otherwise. You are cer- 
tainly informed otherwise in and from your 
bible. I say your bible, because your bi- 
ble aiid’ mine are alike, anc mine certainly 
teaches a very different doctrine. You read 
of the everlasting priesthood of Aaron, and 
that ‘priesthood established with him and 
his seed ds an everlasting pri and as 


an ordinance and statute forever. Exod. 


ing of the silver trempets by Aaron’s sons 
was made an or nance forever, but it was 
throughout their generations. Numb. x. 8. 

This priesthood has ceased long since ¢ 
and while it continued was confined to 
time ; it never extended to eternity and ne- 
ver will. It has ceased, and yet was an 
everlasting priesthood. 

Thus the everlasting life here mentioned, 
is the life of faith and rejoicing here ; the 
everlasting shame and contempt mentioned, 
are the direful consequences of sin, when 
conviction is experienced, and guilt stares 
usin the face. These shall go away imto 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous. 
into life eternal, (Mat. xxv. 46,) refers to 
the same period in time and has the same 
explanation, because it is the accomplishes 
ment of that very prophecy in Daniel, on 
which we have dwelt so long. Everlasting 


‘and forever, in every thing of a limited na- 


ture, are properly confined, in their siguifi- 
cation, fo that limit. The limit of Aaror 
priesthood, as to duration, was bounded 


‘by the coming of Christ; yet it is called 


everlasting. ‘The hills, as to ation, are 
bounded by time; yet they aré sand to be 
everlasting. The limit of a setvant, a to 
duration, is bounded by death}. yet alter 


‘his ears was perforated with ail awit the 


_ door-post, he was to remain @ Servant for 
ever. ‘The Jews or goat-went away intt 
everlasting punishment, by veing rejected 
and cast off; but there is a limit of this 
punishment, and it is bounded by the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles; for then até Jsraec! 
shall be saved. a 
Thus, Sir, I have pointed out the events 
of which the 12th chapter of Dawtiel spetks, 
and I have shown the cpcch or time of their 
taking place. I will now close, by requess 
ting that you would fully understand before 
you decide, and then Jet candor and iapat- 
tiality have their due weight in thag deeis- 
ion. 

‘Truth is that after which we ought'to as- 
pire; for there can be vo utility. either to 
you or me in the toleration of error. The 
columns of the Advocate are at your ser- 
vice, if you wish, either to remark on what 
Ihave written, or to make further enqui- 
ries. Eviror. 





Jude 7th verse. Even as Sadom and 


| Gomorrah and the cities abowt them ih 


like manner, giving themselves over to for- 
nication and going after strange flesh, 
are eet forth as an example, suffering the 
vengeanee of eternal fire. — 
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KX Vili. 8. Levit. vii. 
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A shali be very brief in my remarks on 
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this passage, having had frequent occasion 
io enlarge upon it heretofore. & shall at 


_ once agree with P. B. A. that the Sodom- 


ites were as great sinners as they are repre- 
sented, They were wicked and sinners be- 
iyre the Lord, exceedingly. Gen. xiii. 13. 
God revealed to Abraham that Sodom 
should be destroyed. Gen. xvill. 17. At is 


needless to recount the particulars leading | 


tothe great event. Suffice it to say, that 
Sedom and Gomorrah were destroyed by 
fire and brimstone irom heaven. Whether 
it was by lightning or by some miraculous 
means, | leave every one to their own judg- 
ment. These Sodomites did suller the ven- 
geance of eternal fire. They are not now 
suflering that vengeance ; but they did sul- 
fer the vengeance of eternal fire. Some 
grammarians from the present participle 
suffering, have concluded that the Sodom- 
ites were now suffering eternal fire. Many 
believe this to be in fact the case: but we 
have no account from scripture of the sufi- 
ering of the Sodomites or avy other people 
only in the present life. 


~ Bat, you will say, how did they suffer 





e? lanswer, by being consum- 


“6d with it ; it burnt both them and their 


a 


¢ity. The fire was eternal, and they suti- 


- @redits vengeance till they were destroyed 
~ “by it: It does not intimate that they are 


‘Gow suffering that fire, or that they will sul- 


a it to eternal ages hereaiter: but that 


‘Sodom, by its signal destruction of eternal 
fice from heaven, was set forth as an ex- 
ample to them that should afterward live 
ungodly. Now this is all that can be made 
from this passage. It is an account of the 


‘destruction of several (cities in a manner 


macommon; yet not to be compared as toits 
d@readiu) attendants with the destruction of 





Jerusalem ; the former the severe and dread- 


fal was quickly overs the latter with equal and | 


even greater severity, was likewive protrace 
tedto agreat length of time. But the destruc- | 
tion itself is all that any man ought to impute | 
to the text. It is a simple account of the de-' 
struction of Sodom. E-prror. 





+ ee 


And Abraham said because I thought, 
surely the fear of God is not in this place; 
and they will slay me for my wife’s sake. 
Gen. xx. }1. 

Of Abraham we may recount many in-' 
teresting particulars. He is styled the fath-' 
er of the faithful and the friend of God.—, 
From his history we may learn how man is 
justified; that faith in the divine promise 





duces obedience and gratitude. Abraham’s 
name has been handed down to our time, 
through all the intervening generations, with 
great and just applause. ‘i‘he Jews enter. 
tamed the highest veneration for bim ag 
their progenitor and worthy ancestor ; and 
our Saviour and his Apostles, with the 
primitive fathers of the church have honor- 
ed the memory and virtues of this friend of 
the Most High. 

Abraham was the son of Terah, a decen- 
dant of Shem the son of Noah. Noah, 
Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, Eber, Pcleg, Reu, 
Serug, Nahos, Terah, Abraham; so that 
Abram or Abraham was the tenth descend- 
ant from Noah, He was born in the year 
of the world 1948, before Christ 2056.— 
He was educated in the idolatrious customs 
of that country in which he was born.— 
W hen Abraham was 75 years old his fath- 
er lerah died, and God had said unto A- 
braham, get thee out of thy country and 


from thy kindred and from thy father’s | 


house, untoa land, that I will shew thee. 
Abram departed according to this mandate 
and taking Lot his brother Haran’s son, 
and all thei substance which they had gath- 
ered, and the souls that they bad gotten in 
Haran; and they went forth to go into the 
land vf Canaan, and into the land ef Ca- 
naan they come. Gen. xii. 5. In conse- 
quence of a famine in Canaan; Abram 
went down into Lgypt and sojourned, for 
the lamine was grievous in the land of Ca- 
haan. We propose not to be prolix in our 
account Of Abram’s character, but only to 


shew that, which will exhibit that charac- } 


teri an unpartial point of light. Abram 
was devout and pious in his immediate con- 
cerns with God, A firm belief in the. be- 
ing and attributes of Jehovah possessed his 
heart, and he relied, unreservedly, on the 
promises, which God had made: yet after 
all that can be said of Abram’s righteous- 
ness, it consisted mainly in his faith. The 
apostle said, “ that Abram believed God 
and it was accounted to him for righteous- 
ness.” ‘sod had promised that in’ his seed 
all nations should be blessed. Abram be- 
lieved this promise, and it was accounted to 
him for righteousness. Faith, which is 
genuine, produces gratitude, obedience and 


unspeakable joy, Hence the whole of gos- | 


pel lence is comprehended in the term 
faith. Hence, likewise, faith is not an un- 
meaning term; neither does it create its 
own object, as limitarians preach; but 
that, which is believed, when we exercise 


does not confirm that promise, butrestsup- faith was a truth as really before it was be- 
on it; and that faith, in its operation, pro- lieved as afterwards. Thus God’s prom- 
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ise, which is yea andamen, was that. all na- 
tions Should be blessed in Christ. ‘The 
romise made the accomplishment sure. 

Abram believed this promise, and his 
faith did net ensure the promise, but was 
exercised in it, because the promise was 
sure ia itself. ‘Thus faith in the blessings 
of the gospel does not confirm those bless- 
ings or makethem any surer than they 
were from all eternity ; it alters nothing as 
to the divine determination in the torgive- 
ness and salvation of him, who exercises 
faith. 

Abram exercised great faith in God’s 
promise when he would have offered Isaac 
upon the altar. Reason would have called 
in question the truth of the promise if Isaac 
had died, because he was the descendant 
in whom ‘the seed (Christ) was to come, in 
whom all nations were to be blessed. If 
Isaac must die (reason would argue) from 
whence will Christ come ? But faith was 
strong, both asto Abram’s age, Sarah’s 
deadness and Isaac’s death. He (Abram) 
staggered not at the ~promise of God thro’ 
unbelief ; but was strong in faith giving 
elory to God, Rom. iv. 20. And being ful- 
ly persuaded, that what he had promised, 
he was able also to perform. And there- 
fore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 
Thus Abram obtained the name of the fath- 
er of the faithful, and the friend of God.— 
The sin of unbelief is this, that it charges 
God with falsehood : but faith is a decla- 
ration that God will be as good as his 
word, 

‘The next ingredient in Abram’s charac- 
ter was his intercession for the preservation 
of Sodom. His petition was humble, yet 
importunate; it was accompanied with 
compassion for Sodom, yet with sabmission 
to God’s. will. He prayeth that Sodom 
might be spared fer ten’s sake, after nam- 
ing fifty, forty-five, forty, thirty ; then he 
said, O let not the Lord be angry, and | 
will speak yet but this once ; peradventure 
ten shall be found there. And he said! 
will not destroy it fortem’s sake. He ac- 
knowledged that the “ Judge of ail the 
earth would do right.” Compassion and 
mercy are characteristics of a pious man 
and 2 man of faith. Abram was thusa 
man of faith accompanied with great com- 
passion for angodly men. 

Abram’s fairness with Lot, his brother’s 
son is highly worthy of imitation, and shows 

he was actuated eee oe Pies sade de- 
sire for peace. had been a 
strife. between. the herdsmen of Abram and 





Fide nt : tn Lot, Let} . Thus Abram out of fear for his own safe- 


z 


there be no strife, | pray thee, between me 
5 thee, and between my herdmen and 
herdmen ; for we be brethren. If thou 
se 2 take the left hand, then | will go to the 
right ; or if thou depart to the right hand 
I will go to the left. It seems that this fair 
proposal of Abram had its desired effect ; 
for we hear of no more strife between them, 
they parted in peace. Thus Abram was 
a man of great faith accompanied by strict 
justice and an unbounded desire for the dis- 
tribution of compassion and peace. 

But as has been the case with all mere 
men, that they have had their imperfections 
and foibles; so Abram with others evident- 
ly had his. 

The allusion in the text is that by which 
Abram attempted to vindicate himself a- 
gainst the reproof of Abimelech in the case 
of Sarah. Abram had said of Sarah his 
wife, she is my sister ; fearing that if he 
called her his wife, that Abimelech would 
put him to death ; for she was very fait,— 
But when Abimelech was undeceived as to 
the truth of the matter,he reproved Abraham 
in the following manner. And Haas 10 
called Abram, and said unto him 
hast thou done unto us? and. what Pisce 
offended against thee, that thou ps ea 
on me and my kingdom a great sin ? thoa 
hast done deeds unto me, which not 
to be done. And Abimelech said unto A- 
braham, what sawest thou, that thou hast 
done this thing ? And Abraham said, be-~ 
cause I thought, surely the fear of God was 
not in this place, &c. "Gea xx..9, 10, 1i.— 
Here is Abimelech’s reproof, and Abram’ s 
excuse for his conduct. Here we see @ pa. 
triarch, the man of faith, the father of the 
faithful and friend of God, arraigued be- 
fore an heathen king, accused of doing 
wrong, without being able fully to yiridicate 
his conduct, 

What could be Abram’s feelings and re- 
flections when he saw his wife taken and 
conveyed to Abimelech’s house under the 
supposition of her being an unmarried woe 
man? Could le abandon herto become 
the wile of another, when she was his lawfu} 
wife ? More than this, could be abandon 
her.to be abused by those with whom he 
thought there was not the fear of God ? 

If by owning her to be his wife, he feared 
his own’ life because they feared not God : 
certainly, for the same reason, he ought to 
have feared for his wife’s safety and honor. 
That man, who would slay an busband to 


ev his wife ; would certainly possess 
rif no obstacle presented. 
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ty exposed his wife to the eminent danger of; ber in showing that Mr. Bradstreet’s view 


loosing her virtue and honor. Hence, I 
conclude, that there was the highest pro- 
priety in the reproof, which Abimelech gave 
to Abram, viz. thou hast done deeds unto 
me, which ought not to be done. 

The excuse of Abram that she was his 
sister, being the daughter of his father but 
not the daughter of his mother, did not ex- 
culpate Abram from Abimelech’s charge of 
* doing things, which ought not to be done. 


Abram, in this instance seemed to be desti- | 


tnte of faith in the divine protection ; he 
was overcome with fear, and abandoning 
his wife, left her to be exposed without a 
protector. 

REMARKS. 

We are taught, that the heathen have a 
Knowledge of right and wrong, and many 
times reprove those, whose means of in- 
formation are vastly superior. That Abim- 
elech was actuated by a principle of justice 
and a regard for propriety is evident, both 
m taking and restoring Sarah, Abram’s 
wile. He took her supposing that from her 
wnmarried state she might lawfully become 
his wife; and he restored her when he 
fotind that’she was in fact the wife as well 
as ihe sisterof Abram. The restoration of 
Sarah was accompanied with an handsome 
am to Abram and the addition of enjoying 
Ins territory unmolested. 

_ + “Phe reproof which Abimelech gave Sa- 
rah is mild, yet severe. As she called A- 
brain her brother and as Abram had called 
her lis sister ; so Abimelech said to her, I 
have given thy brother, meaning Abram, a 
_ thousand piéces of silver; and let him be 
to thee a covering of the eyes to all that are 
with thee, and with all others; thus she 
Was reproved. 
~~ We are likewise taught the imperfection 
of the best of men, Abram, who will ever 
be remembered with veneration and de- 
light, exhibited a «want of confidence in 
God im the case before us, and subjected 
himself to the reproof of an heathen king as 
one who had done things, which ought not 
to be done.—Eprronr. 
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REVIEW OF 
* A sermon on future punishment :— 
delivered at Cleaveland and Euclid, Ohio, 
on Lord’s Day, February 2d and 9th A. 
D, 1824. By Rev. Stephen I. Bradstreet, 
A. M. Published by request. Cleaveland, 


printed by Z. Willes, 1824.” pp. 31. 
(Continued from page 204. ) 
Having'spent the whole of my last num- 


of his text is denied by the New Testaments; 
I now proceed to examine the prominent 
parts of his sermon, in course. 
| At page 5, Mr. B. attempts to prove the 
| reality of punishment, in a future state, by 
saying that “ the untutored savage, the cul- 
tivated Pagan, the Mahomedan, Jew and 
: Christian believe in the certainty and real- 
lity of future punishment.” And I must 
ihereask, what if they do? ‘The ancients 
believed this globe to be flat, in its form— 
but this did not make itso. But, says Mr. 
B. this is evidence, as it isa sort vf intui- 
tive knowledge direct from Deity. For the 
sake of a case Twill grant Mr. B. this posi- 
tion; and whenI have done so he must, 
fremthe nature of the case, take the whole 
of these people’s faith into his plan. For 


death all the human family will be requir- 
ed to walk upon a pole laid across a dark 
cave, and that only such as have behaved 
the best will ever reach the opposite side : 
the remainder being caused to fall into 
the abyss, where resides a large dog, infest- 
ed with the itch. Here they must remain, 
with this animal, and continually suffer from 
his disease. Now, absurd as this all ap- 
pears, it is just as rational as the common 
opinion of a hell, and when Mr. B. quotes 
such a faith in support of his theory, he 
cannot escape the necessity of taking the 
whole. One-part of the plan is just as 
good evidence as an other, and there is no 
dividing it—although it is generally tho’t 
that brimstone and the itch are seldom 
found togetber. 

Mr. B. next, (page 6,) urges; the truth of 
his doctrine by supposing that because man 
is loth to die, endless damnationwill follow. 
He asks, “why shrinks the-dying sinner, 
from the light of eternity,” &c. LT answer 
the dying sinner does not shrink many 
manner peculiar to himself, or in the least 
different from the soundest believer in Mr. 
B’screed. The Pagans, the Jews, &c. as 
uniformly die in the firm belief of their faith 
as do christians ; and therefore a man’s dy- 
ing belief is no proof of any thing. Mr. B. 
forgets that fear never begets’ love ; and 
when he urges (page 7) the negessity of a 
belief in endless dammation, as a meats of 
preventing crime, he séems not'to consider 
that a vast majority of the crimes of the 
civilized part of mankind are committed by 
petsdns who really’ and fully believe that 
very dogima!' oF eFC 

Mr. B's next “position (page 8) is that 





endless puhishmwent must be the fare’ of 


instance—some have believed that after | 
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some, because the wicked part of mankind 
are more happy in this world than the 
righteous. ‘This, though not tue, 1 will 
admit for a moment, to show where, it wall 
lead us. The position accuses God of fee- 
ling such partiality for sin, as tomake those 
who commit the most of it, the incipients of 
his most special favors, throughout their 
natural lives! And, again: as God is 
unchangeable, he will do the same in a fu- 
ture state, and of course the most holy man 
of Adam’s race will be the most miserable 
ofall created beings ! Mr. B. is now wel- 
come to his position! A word here upon 
Mr. B’s memory. He is so taken up with 
his plan that in pursuing it, he crosses his 
owa path, thes: at page six he says :-— 
“ Why shrinks the dying sinner from the 
light of eternity, and from the judgment seat, 
unless because he there expects to be pun- 
ished for his sins?” Then, at page eight, 
of the same sermon, are these words ;— 
“ And whilst the vicious wretch, who has 
been an enemy to God anda curse to the 
world, glides smoothly down the vale of 
death, with scarcely an emotion of anxiety 
or pain,” &c. Now from all this what shall 
we say is the real opinion of Mr. B. ? Does 
he, er does he not, suppose wicked men 
die unconcerned ? He says they de, and he 
says they do not ; all in one sermon, and 
there he leaves the subject !. Mr. B. (page 
8) quotes what he calls poetry, thus : 
“ Or own future punishment or blaspheme;” 
to which I reply, Poets are not very good 
authority upon such a subject ; but if they 
were, much better poetry than this might 
be brought in evidence. 

I now come (page 8) to where Mr, B. 
* turns,” as he expresses it, * from the dim 
light of nature to the book of eternal truth;”’ 
and although he says his doctrine of end- 
less punishment is there. written upon al- 
most every page ; yet I am constrained to 
deny his position, and assert, in reply, that 
there is not ove word in that book, which 
alludes to such punishment. Mr. B’s first 
text, quoted in proofof endless punishment, 
is Romans, ii. 5,9, the closing paragraph 
of which, is what he depends upon. It 
reads thus : “ But to them who are conten- 
tious and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, indignation..and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, upamevery soul of 
man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, ard 
also of the Gentile.” Now all this is very 
true, and yer it has nothing to do with fu- 
ture existence. Let us turn to Romans iii. 
22, 23, und we lave these'words: “ For 
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and come short of the glory of God.”—~ 
Here all my readers, Mr. 6. among the rest, 
may see that the tribulation and anguish 
spoken of, are fur ail the human family } 
so that Mr. B. himself, ior aught that I can 
see must suffer a part of them with the rest 
of mortals! Mr. B. next, (at page 9) quotes 
Mark xvi. 16, thus: “ He that believeth 
shall be saved ; and he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” Very good; but what 
means “damned,” here ? answer, John tii. 
18. “ He that believeth on him is not 
condemned ; [damned | but he that believ- 
eth not is condemned, |damned}| already.” 
As Mr. B. is fond of “the original” my 
readers will excuse me for referring to it al- 
so. Now it isthe same Greek word which 
is rendered “ damned” in the passage Mr. 
B. has here quoted, that is in the passage Lt 
quote for answer, rendered “ condemned,” 
in our common Bible. _It is the same dam- 
nation which is spoken of in both passages. 
What has now become of Mr, B’s proof ? 
Was the man who did not believe, sent to 
an endless Aedl, while he yet remained upon 
this earth ? 

In proof of endless punishment, Mr. 8. 
next quotes Matthew xiii. where, in 
Parable of the wheat and tares, our com- 
mon Bible reads, “ so shall it be in the en 
ofthis world. ‘The son of man shall semi 
forth his angels, and they shal! gather eur of 
his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
that do iniquity, and shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire, there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.” And immediately at 
ter this text, Mr. B. quotes Matthew xiii, 
49,50, thus: So shall it be at the end of 
the world; the angels shall come forth and 
sever the wicked from among the just, and 
shall cast them into aJurnace of fire; there 
shall be wailing and gaashing of teeth.” 
These passag¢és are quoted by Mr. B. as 
referring tothe same point of time—and J 
agree withhim thatthey de both refer te 
the same time. The question then is what 
time is spoken of ? Why, replies the read- 
er, the end of the world, to besure ; do m4 
the texts sayso? Answer; yes, they co 
say so; and to show you that they sav en 
impropriety (which is the fault of the travis- 
lators) I will quote you one other passage 
which says the same thibg—and then 
you will see what are meant by “end,” and 
“world,” as they are here used. Hebrews 
ix. 26. “ But now onc in the end of the 
world hath he appeared, topapaway sin by 
the sarrifice of himself.”’ In this text the 
same word is used (in the Greck) for “end,” 
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30 rendered in the passages quoted by Mr. 
B. We now see that the “end of the 
world” spoken of is the time in which 
Christ came to put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of himself. That time is long since 
; and yet Mr. B. although he makes a 


? . * 
earmed parade about “ the original,” has 








not looked enough at it to see that Christ, 


came in the end of theworld, &c. It is 

lain the word in these passages should 
Eee been rendered “ age” and not world, 
‘as it referred to the end of the Jewish dis- 
pensation. For a further illustration of 
this subject, take ist Corinthians x. 11, 
« Now all these things happened unto them 
for ensamples ; and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the world ARE COME.” 

The reader is now introduced to some of 
the arguments of Mr. B. in favor of his dar- 
ling theory ; and has seen how easy it is 

‘for a man to be honestly mistaken. 
a. REASON. 
‘ *\" (To be continued. ) 
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and slowly in its beginning, yet "tis silently 
progressing and almost intensely mataring, 
and ere long will show its desolating effects, 
Let every farmer, therefore, before. he pro. 
cures ardent spirits to use in his harvest 
field, reflect seriously on the imporance of 
making a firm stand against the use of this 
| prolific source of intemperance; let him 
| duly consider, whether by withholding the 
| intoxicating cup, he may not save a fellow 
| being from the “ horrible pit,” and be the 
happy instrument of advancing the .cause 
of morality, and largely contribute to the 
comfort ‘and happiness of his fellow crea. 
tures. 

We sincerely hope, the tender feelings of 
humanity may never become callous by the 
irequent witness of such scenes as we now 
describe : “ Mark the amiable and virtu- 
ous wife of the drunkard, watching at all 
unseasonable hours of the night, sleepless 
and disconsolate, her eyes swollen with 
grief, and her heart almost ready to burst 
with painful anxiety the return of her once 
fond and affectionate husband,” 


“She clasps her sleeping and lovely babe 








By the Evesham Association, on the sub- 
do at ject of Ardent Spirits. 

‘pot more of our fellow citizens engaged to: 
\ @iecontage the unnecessary use.of Ardent 
fits ; and it is our earnest desire to en- 
! “every serious and enlightened mind to 
aid us in this-very interesting concer, 
This subtle foe, this tyrant Strong drink, 
is enslaving, and probably slaying more of 
the human family than sword, famine and 
ane 

" “The season is now approaching, when 
apparently we may receive from the hands 
‘of a bountiful Creator, a rich reward for 
our toil; but can it be said that we are 
rendering unto him the grati:ude and praise 
that are due ; if in gathering the blessings 
of His ‘munifieent hand, we indulge our- 
selves in the free use of those intoxicating 
liquors, which inflame the passions, ener- 
Wate the mind, and draw it from its Creator 
which deprives man of his reason and 
sinks him below the brute’ereation 5 and in 
short is the souree from which flows most 
of those evils that degrade and afflict the 
human family. The practice of thus hand- 
ing out ardert spirits in hay time and har- 
vest, has been long sanctioned by, custom, 
and probably by many without taking a 
serious thought of its con ating effects 




















catise of much regret, that there are | 
| Cipating some unwelcome messenger with 


to her breast, starting at every whistle of 
the wind, or the beating of the storm, anti- 


tidings of some mishap to her devoted. hus- 
band. Should he arrive without accident 
at late unseasonable hours, he maybe quar- 
relsome and abusive, and ‘instead of pour- 
ing the oil of consolation into her bleeding 
heart, render her situation still more wretch- 
ed. What is the deplorable situation of 
many families at this moment, who once 
lived in-wealth and opulence ? They have 
been swept away by this fell destroyer of 
human happiness, as with the besom of 
destruction.” ‘ 
RESTORATION OF ISRAEL. 

But who shall see the glorious day, 

When thron’d on Zion’s brow, 
The Lord shall rend that vail away 

Which hides the nations now ! 


When earth no more beneath the fear 

Of his rebuke shall lie ; 
When pain shall cease, and every tear 

We wip’d from every eye ! 
Then Judah! thou no more shalt mourn 

Beneath the Heathen’s chains; 
The days of spletidor shall return 

And all’be: new again. 7 
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on. the morals and health © 
And though for a time this evil seed’ may 
femain apparently dormant, yet “tis striking 
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